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ISLAND

A retreat on mainland Greece or its heavenly
islands is easily reached as more direct flights
slash travel times. We take a look at five
favourite destinations just a short hop away

WERLDS PICTURES

here are few souls left on the
planet who have yet to see

“The Greek islands have that classic
romantic appeal and, since Mamma
Mia, it’s particularly resonating now
with American buyers,” reports John
Batty from Greek property specialist
Aegean Blue. “After a slow 2008, we
are also seeing the market pick up
among British buyers, particularly
those looking around the million-euro
mark in places such as Crete.”

Fear not, though, Greece still offers
plenty of scope for those with six- or
even five-figure budgets to spend. And

Mamma Mia, the film that mega-developments, only boutique e 21 . ¥ AR

showed us that, while he can clusters of half a dozen houses built ® CORM ; -
seduce, strut and shoot with the best by small local developers. s, gREECE. 2 ° g .
of them, one thing ex-Bond Pierce While out-of-season access to Greece oy s S
Brosnan can’t do is sing... But more remains difficult — those few hours at
importantly, it launched - or, for the Athens airport between flights from
Shirley Valentine generation of 20 the UK to the islands are rarely the K ATHENS
years ago, rekindled - a million highlight of a holiday - the expanding “GYCLABES " .j" DOBFCANESE
fantasies of escaping to a Grecian idyll. network of low-cost flights is making siAngg < ISLANDS
All those dreamy bays and crumbling the Greek mainland and its islands = f
whitewashed houses and long, hot ever more accessible from the UK. WIS RH_OR;S o
nights spent enjoying a glass or two Here we focus on five easily 71
of chilled wine... accessible destinations with direct i '"‘EEE"I'E By

strict Greek planning rules mean
that you won’t find any Spanish-style

low-cost flights from the UK, taking
a look at the best buying spots within
an hour’s drive of the airport.
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