
A retreatonmainlandGreece or itsheavenly
islands is easilyreachedasmoredirect fli

slashtraveltimes . Wetake a took at five
favouritedestinations * ust

a shortho . aw

There

arefewsoulsleftonthe
planetwhohaveyet to see
MammaMia

,

thefilmthat
showedusthat

,

whilehecan
seduce

,

strutandshootwiththebest
of them

,

onethingex-BondPierce
Brosnancan' t do is sing.. . Butmore
importantly,

it launched- or

,

forthe
ShirleyValentinegeneration of 20
yearsago ,

rekindled - a million
fantasies of escaping to a Grecian idyll.
Allthosedreamybaysandcrumbling
whitewashed housesandlong ,

hot
nightsspentenjoying a glass or two
of chilledwine...

" TheGreekislandshavethatclassic
romanticappealand

,

sinceMamma
Mia

,

it'
s particularly resonatingnow

withAmerican buyers ,

"

reportsJohn
BattyfromGreekpropertyspecialist
AegeanBlue .

" After
a

slow2008
,

we
arealsoseeing themarketpickup
amongBritishbuyers , particularly
thoselookingaroundthemillion-euro
mark in placessuchasCrete. "

Fearnot
, though ,

Greecestilloffers
plenty of scopeforthosewithsix- or

evenfive-figurebudgets to spend . And

strictGreekplanningrulesmean
thatyouwon' t findanySpanish-style
mega-developments , onlyboutique
clusters of half a dozenhousesbuilt
bysmalllocaldevelopers.

Whileout-of-seasonaccess to Greece
remainsdifficult - thosefewhours at

Athensairportbetweenflightsfrom
theUK

to theislandsarerarelythe
highlight of a holiday - theexpanding
network

of low-costflights is making
theGreekmainlandanditsislands
evermoreaccessible fromtheUK.

Herewefocusonfiveeasily
accessible destinationswithdirect
low-costflightsfrom theUK

, taking
a
look at thebestbuyingspotswithin

anhour'
s drive of theairport.
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Onemnijbeach' s nn
Halkidikiwaiting to h.

Inset
TijoicillGreektaverna

THESSALONIKI
Anhour' s drivefromthe
city ,

Halkidikipeninsula
offersaffordablehomes
notfarfromthebeach

Onthemainland
,

withinanhour' s

drive of Greece' s secondbiggestcity ,

Thessalonikianditsairport ,

Halkidiki
is

onnorthernGreece' s Aegeancoast.
Knownforitstherapeuticmineral
springs ,

it featuresthreefingers or

peninsulas.
Two of

thepeninsulas ,

Kassandra
andSithonia

,

arehome to popular
summerresorts

, notablyPortoCarras
onSithonia

,

withitshugemarina
andspa . Holiday-home buyersshould
rememberthatyouare at

least500
milesfurthernorththanCrete

,

sothe
summerseason is shorter

( typically
June to October

)

. Butthis is theplace
to comeforgood-valueholidayhomes

,

particularlythosewithin a flip-flop' s

38 A
PLACEINTHESUNAUGUST2009

throw of thebeach .
Kassandra

is

themostcosmopolitan of thethree
peninsulas . In AgiosParaskevi

,

two-
/

three-bedroomhouseswith
unrestrictedsuperbseaviewsand
privategardens ,

300metresfromthe
beach

,

costfrom-145 ,000 (

£127 ,193 )

through A Property in
Greece

,

some
of

whicharecomplete (

seeboxbelow
).

Opportunities to buypropertyare
limitedonthethirdfinger the
UNESCO-protected Athospeninsula
wherethereare20monasteries

,

includingMountAthos
,

wherewomen
arenotallowed

to
setfoot .

Butfor
those lookingformeditative
seclusion

,

there is a rareopportunity
to buyproperty in Komitsa

,

onthe
tip of

theAthospeninsula ,

anhour' s

drive fromMountAthos . Onthe
beachfront there

,

60apartments and
villasarebeingbuilt in

traditional
style ,includingByzantinebrickwork
andtimber

,

withpricesstarting
from-250 ,000

(

£219 ,298 )

for a

twobedroom apartment ,

alsothrough
A Property in Greece.

EasyJet fliesto ThessalonikifromGatwick
;
Thomsonflyfliestherefromseven

UKdestinations
,

andBAfliestherefromGatwick.

WhereAgiosParaskevi
,

Kassandra
,

Halkidiki.

Pricefrom-145 ,000 (

6127 ,193.

Two-
/
three-bedhouseswithsea

viewsandprivategardens.

Contact A Property in Greece :

02083026616
;

www.apropertyingreece.com.

ONTHEMARKETINTHESSALONIKI

WhereKassandra
,

Halkidiki.

Price-95 ,000 (

-83 ,000 ).

Newly-constructed two-bed
maisonette200metresfrom
thesea . Mountainviews.

Contact HorizonRealEstate :

00302310538508
;

www.horizonrealestate.gr.
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,

Onthenorthcoast
,

a two-bedroom
,

sdrii-detachedhousewithseayiewas ,

fourminutesfromAcharavirean
aith'yea-roundlife

- is onsalefor
-90,006 (

£' 78 ,94.7 ) through ,A Property

ift
in

Greece . Thehouse is onthreelevels
andhasbeenrefurbished

,

whit a
la

verandaoverlooking thesea
,

Forthosewhoprefer to be
4

,W
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(

£78 ,947
)

,

Pro4f4
EasyJet flies to Corfu fromGatwick

,

Bristoland
Manchester

;

Jet2fliestherefromNewcastle
,

and

Thomsonfly fliestherefrom14UKdestinations.

ONTHEMARKETINCORFU

WhereNissaki.
Price-250 ,000 (

E219 ,298 ).

With a bit
of work thisfour-bed

houseforrenovation could
maketheperfectfamilyescape.
ContactTheCorfuPropertyShop :

00302661076743
;

www.corfupropertyshop.com.

-.

WhereLoutses.

Price-239 ,000 (

E209 ,649 ).

Two-bedhousewithpooland
garden . Aircon

, fireplace and
seaviewsasfarasAlbania.

ContactCorfuPropertyAgency :

00302661028141
;

www.cpacorfu.com.
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RHODES
A mix

of themodernand
traditional

,

Rhodesoffers
new-buildswithcharacter

Ancienthistoryandpackagetourism
putRhodes

,

thelargest of the
Dodecanese islands

,

onthemap . But
there' s more to theislandthanruins
andsunloungers ,

withtraditional
villagestucked in among themountains
and

,

onthenortherntip ,

RhodesTown
- thelargest inhabitedmedievaltown

in Europeand a WorldHeritageSite.
In RhodesTown

, properties for
salerangefrom

a six-bedroom house
,

formerlytheItalianconsulateand
currentlydivided intotwoapartments ,

costing-450 ,000
(

£394 ,737
)

reducedfor a quicksale - through A

Property in Greece
,

to a largefour-bed
villa

in
theoldtownfor-2.2m

(

£1.9m
)

throughAylesfordInternational.
Lindos is Rhodes'othercobbled

gem ,

dominatedby thetowering
Acropolison a hilltop .

" There'
s
little

forsale in Lindosasthewhitewashed
housesaretypicallyhandeddown
throughthegenerations . It' s

a

beautiful town
,

with a long , sandy
beach

,

andnocars or newhotelsare
allowed

in
theoldtown

,

"

saysSpyros
Mantzosfrom A Property in Greece.

YvonneVirley ,

a 58-year-oldretired
accountant

,

admitssheandher
husbandChris

,

alsoanaccountant
,

werelucky to findtheirtwo-bedroom
villagehouse in Lindos

,

whichthey
boughtfiveyearsagofor-230 ,000
(

now£201 ,754
)

and is nowworth
around-500 ,000

(

£438 ,596
).

"I livedandworked in Lindos in the
1970sandhavebeengoingbackthere
eversince . It wasonlybecause I have
lots of Greekfriendsthat I heardabout
thisproperty forsale

,

a 1920svillage
housewithbeautifulartdecofloors.
Nicehousesarehard to comebyhere

,

"

saysYvonne
,

whorentsouther
property from£450 a week

(

www.

holiday-rentals.co.uk : 80
/ p87109 ).

"

It' s a wonderful town
of narrow

,

windingstreetswhereyoucaneasily
getlost . It'

s verydifferentfromwhen
I firstcamehere

.
Backthen

,

tourists
wereincidental . Nowtheyare a major
part of thetown . Butthere

is a

pleasantatmosphereand I lovethe
factthatyoucandrivefiveminutes'
inland in Rhodesandgoback50
years .

There'
s

a lot of developmenton

Thomsonflyflies to Rhodesfrom13UKairports , easyJet fliestherefrom
Gatwick

,

andJettfliestherefromLeeds / Bradford
,

ManchesterandNewcastle.

Above

The town of Lindoson
Rhodes nestles at the
foot of thehill

,

below
theAcropolis

WherePilona.
Pricefrom-160K

(

6140 ,351 ).

Two- / three-bed off-planvillas
withairconandfittedkitchen . An
extra-25K

(

£21 ,930 )

for a pool.
Contact A Property in Greece :

02083026616
;

www.apropertyingreece.com.

ONTHEMARKETINRHODES

thecoastalstrip ,

but it' s veryclosely
controlled in Lindositself

,

withonly
newbuildingontheoutskirts. "

Fornew-buildpropertiesnear
Lindos

, SpyrosMantzossuggeststhe
town of Pilona

,

a five-minutedriveaway ,

where two-
/

three-bedroomdetached
housesstart at -160 ,000

(

£140 ,351
)

,

includingallbuyingcosts
(

seebelow
).

North of Lindosand800metresfrom
thesea

, largeandnewlycomplete
threebedroom villaswithbiggardensand
privatepoolscostfrom-320 ,000

(

£280 ,702
) through A Property in

Greece
.
South of Lindos in inland

Asklipio , AegeanBluehasnew-build
two-bedroomhouseswithprivatepools
startingfrom-243 ,000

(

£213 ,158
).

WhereLardos.

Price-175 ,000 (

£154,800 ).

Two-bed
,

one-bathbungalow in

a smallcomplexnearthepretty
village of Lindos.

ContactSavvaidis & Associates :

08000112917
;

www.savvaidis.com.

AUGUST 2009 A PLACEINTHESUN41

N° and issue date : 90801 - 01/08/2009
Circulation : 22914
Frequency : Monthly
PlaceinSun_90801_41_301.pdf
Web Site: http://www.aplaceinthesun.com

Page : 41
Size : 90 %
3027 cm2

Copyright (A Place in the Sun)
No reproduction without authorisation

4 / 6

Holiday-Rentals.co.uk Ltd



SANTORINI
Despiteitsbeauty ,

thispicture-perfect
islandhashomeswithinyourbudget
AlongwithMykonos ,

Santorini in theCyclades hasamong
thehighestpropertyprices in

Greece - due
, mainly ,

to
its

strikingphysicalbeauty ,

theresult of one of theworld '

s

biggestvolcaniceruptionswhichlefttheislandcurving
around a giantlagoonsurroundedbysteepcliffs .

Onone

clifftopsitsthecapital ,

Thira
(

or Fira
)

,

a classicallyGreek
town of

whitewashed buildingsandblue-domedchurches.
A 20-minutedrivenorth is

Oia
,

theisland '

s
most

desirable location
, overlookingthe ' caldera' - or lagoon.

Space is
at

such a premiumthatmanyhavemadetheir
homes in thecavesthere

.
ButwhileOia is where

millionaires buy in Santorini
,

therearealsosomesmall
,

clifftoppropertieswithspectacularviews to befound
,

suchas a
one-bedroom ' unfinished ' housewith a

16-squaremetreterraceonthecliff
, costing-230 ,000

(

£201 ,754
)

throughSantoriniSelection
(

www.santoriniselection.com
).

Theisland is
sosmallthatyouareneverfarawayfrom

thecaldera - or

,

indeed
,

theairport . DeepBlue is a
new

development of 50villaswithseaviewssetontheclifftop
in

Akrotiri
.
Pricesstart at

-295 ,000
(

£258 ,772
) through

AegeanBluefor a stylishlycontemporary two-bedroom

propertywithpool.
Nearthevillage of Kamariontheeasternshore

,

200
metresfromMonolithosbeach -

considered thebestbeach

ontheisland - thetraditionallyMediterranean-style Leptos
Santorini BeachVillasstartat

-204 ,270
(

2179 ,184
)
through

LeptosEstates
,

fortwo-
/

three-bedroomdetached villas
SpyrosMantzos from A Property in Greecesaysthebest

dealhehasseenonSantorini in yearsarenewone-bedroom

fully-furnishedfisherman-stylehousesonthebeach in the
village of Monolithos

, costing from-105 ,000 (

£92 ,105
) (

see

below
)

.

" There' s verylittle of
a goodpriceonSantoriniand

this is prettymuchunheard of
.Theyarerightbythesea

,

in

a lovelyvillage of tavernasalongthesandybeach
,

andthe
patioshavestunningviewsacrossneighbouringislands. "

ONTHEMARKETINSANTORINI

WhereMonolithos.
Price-105 ,000 (

£92 ,105 ).

One-bed seafronthouses with
seaviews

,

close to Thiraand

walkingdistance fromtavernas.

Contact A Property in
Greece :

02083026616
;

www.

apropertyingreece.com.

42 A
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WhereSantoriniBlue
,

Akrotiri.

Pricefrom-295K
(

6251K
).

Two-bed
,

two-bathvillawith
spectacular seaviews .

Built in

traditional style.
ContactAegeanBlue :

08458385108
;

www.aegean-blue.com.

t

"

ar 115.SktiOlg

EasyJet fliesto SantorinifromGatwick
; Thomsonfly

fliestherefromGatwickandManchester.

N° and issue date : 90801 - 01/08/2009
Circulation : 22914
Frequency : Monthly
PlaceinSun_90801_41_301.pdf
Web Site: http://www.aplaceinthesun.com

Page : 42
Size : 90 %
3027 cm2

Copyright (A Place in the Sun)
No reproduction without authorisation

5 / 6

Holiday-Rentals.co.uk Ltd



CRETE
Thelargestisland

,

this
offersprettyinlandhomes

or padsbythebluesea

Asthemostsoutherly of theGreek
islands

,

Crete' s goodyear-round
climatehasattractedabout15 ,000
Britswhobuy or renthomesthere . It' s

also a largeisland -
it takesabout five

hours to
drivefromeast to

west - so
therearetwointernationalairports :

Chania in thewest
,

andHeraklion
,

furthereast . There is alsotalk of

Sitia' s domesticairport ,

furthereast
,

beingupgradedto aninternational
airport in thenextcouple of years.

Thesouthcoastremainsless
accessible .

"

It' s theisland '

s

mountainousbackbone
,

"

saysSpyros
Mantzos from A Property in Greece.

" Mostbuyers -
about60percent of

ourclients - choosetheareaeast of

Chania
,

which is greenandreasonably
undeveloped ,

withnobighotels
,

" he
says .

" Therestaresplitbetweenthe
Rethymnonarea

,

withinanhour' s

drive of bothairportsandcheaper
thanChania

,

or furthereastaround
AgiosNikolaosandElounda. "

In
NeoChorio

,

30minutesfrom

Easyiet flies to Crete
(

Heraklion
)

fromManchesterandGatwick
,
)et2 flies

there
(

Heraklion
)

fromLeeds andManchester
,

andThomsonfly (

Chaniaand

Heraklion
)

fliestherefromGatwick
, Birmingham andManchester.

44 A
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Chaniaairport ,

A Property in Greece is

selling a newthree-bedroomdetached
stonevillawithviews of theseaand
Crete' s WhiteMountainsandwithin a

fewminutes'drive of thebeachresort
Kalyves ,

for-199 ,000 (

£174 ,561
).

Yet to bediscoveredbythemasses
is KissamosBay ,

50minutesfrom
Chaniaairport ,

andnearthevillage
of Kastelli . Two-bedroom detached
houses

,

built in
thetraditionalCretan

villagestyle ,

at FournadoVillas
,

on a

hillsideoverlooking thebay ,

startfrom
£188 ,000throughLeptosEstates.

Alsooffthebeatentrackand
offeringgoodgrowthpotential
particularlywhentheairportexpands

-

is easternCrete
,

" wherethereare
smallerbaysbecause themountains
comecloser to thesea "

, saysJohn
BattyfromAegeanBlue

,

whoreports
thatRussianbuyersarenow
descending onthearea

,

which is

famedforitsfive-star resorts in

EloundaandAgiosNikalaos.
HalfanhourfromElounda

,

and40
minutes fromHeraklionairport ,

is the
villageof

Milatos
,

whereAegeanBlue
is selling a two-bedvilla

,

new-build
butdesigned in traditionalCretan
style ,

withstonewallsaround it and
a woodenpergolaona large terrace

,

costing-210 ,000 (

£184 ,210 )

.

0

Left
Theoldharbour

at Chania

"

Welive
in a

traditionalCretanvillage "

1110111111110111111111111111111111101101111111101111111111110111111110101111111111110111101101

MandyandIan ]ayesfromCannock in Staffordshire chose
a villagehalfanhour fromChania fortheirholidayhome.
Theirtwo-bedroomhouse in Drapanias ,

nearKissamos
,

cost
-100 ,000 (

£87 ,719 ) off-planthroughSnobbyHomes in

2007.
Similarhousesnowcost-115 ,000 (

-100,877
).

" We lookedforholidayhomesonfiveGreekislandsover10
..months

,

thenfoundSnobbyHomesonCreteandwereblown

awaybythebuildquality ,

thegoodvillagelocationandthe
facilities . Thepriceincludedfurniture

, fittingsandallbuyingcosts
andlegalfees

,

whicharearound10percent of thepurchase
price ,

"

saysMandy ,

45
,

anadministrator.
"

Thereareonlyfivehouses onthedevelopment ,

andwecan
walk to

a quiet , undevelopedbeach
,

thevillagebaker
,

mini-market
andthree tavernas

,

andwe' re neartheprettyfishingvillage of

Kolimbari
,

" addsLee
,

44
,

a plasterer.
"

We lovethequietCretanlifeandthe island '

s historyand
traditions . It was a bigfactor in choosing ourhomethat it

was
in

a real
,

traditional Cretanvillage . We' velearnedGreek at night
schooland it' s helpedusmakefriendswithourneighboursand
localshopkeepers.

"

ONTHEMARKET INCRETE

WhereXirosterni
,

nearVamos.

Price-515K
(

£456K
).

Luxury 3 /
4 bed

,

3-bathvillawith
views of theWhiteMountainsand
SoudaBay . Heating ,

solarpanels ,

airconandsatellitedishincluded.

ContactAlphaOmega :0030
2825031860

;

www.aocrete.com.

WherePlakias
, Rethymnon.

Pricefrom-88K
(

£77K
).

Studios
,

1 and2-bed
apartmentson a

beachfront

complexwithcommunalpools.

Contact PlakiasResorts :
0030

2831052619
;

www.plakiasresorts.com.
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