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WHEN
TOGO
Bulgariahashot

,

drysummers . High
season is between

midJulyandlate

August ; by
midOctobermost

of

theBlackSea

resortshaveclosed.

September and

springareexcellent

times to visit.

BULGARIA
As it'

s
outside theeurozone

, Bulgaria
is one

of

thisyear's holiday
poundstretchers

. Butaswellasbeinga

bargain , Bulgaria is alsohome to

wild
, majesticmountains

,

a capital
citywithstatelyarchitectureandrustic

fishingvillagesoverlooking
pictureperfectbeaches .

So
,

if you' re looking
for a summerholidaydestination to

morethanmatchtheMed in priceand
prettiness , Bulgaria is theanswer.

MOREBULGARIANBARGAINS
BESTFOR.. . thosewhowant a breakfromthebeach.
Sofia' s richhistoryrubsshoulderswith a vibrantbar

,

clubandrestaurant scene
. RegentHolidays (

regentholidays.co.uk )

offers a three-nightB&Bbreak to

Sofiastaying at thefourstarMariaLuisafor£50
perperson , pernight . Flightscanbearranged.

BESTFOR.. . familiesseeking a low-keybeachresort.

Sozopol is a smallfishingvillageontheBlackSea
coast

,

withcobbledroads
,

vine-shadedtimber
housesandanunspoiltcharm

. Holiday-Rentals'
( holiday-rentals.co.uk

)

newApolonapartment in

Sozopol is perfect forfamilies .
It sleepsfourand

hasseaviews
, plus a spaciouspoolandkids'pool

(

sharedwiththeadjacentapartment
)

. From£288
perweek

(

that'
s justoverL10perperson , pernight ).

WHATWEDID
Countless naturetrekswindthrough
theregion' s meadowsandforests
and if it getstoosteep or hot

,

there
areplenty of waterfalls to

cooloff
in

.
ThenearbyTsarichinanature

reserve is home to around600
species of wildflowerandmore
varieties of birdthanyoucouldever

k
count . And therearelots of outdoor

activities too
,

frommountainbiking
androckclimbing ,

to troutfishing
andswimming in open-airpools ,

so

1

;

it' s greatforchildren . Ourbestday
wasspenthiking in theCherven hills.

WHEREWESTAYED

Wanting to getoffthebeaten
track

,

I headedinland to Teteven
in theStaraPlaninamountains in

northernBulgariaandthenewVilla
Cherven

(

villacherven.com
)

.

Set in a

lushvalleyamidruggedmountains
,

thistraditional-style stoneandwood
chaletlooks likesomewhereHeidi
mighthavemadeherhome

,

but
inside it'

s allmodcons
,

withnine
simpleguestrooms ,

oneapartment ,

a cosyrestaurantand a littlebar
.

A

doubleroomcostsL31 , including
breakfastandlunch

(

fortwo
).

TheDabsue

Within a couple of hours
,

Teteven
waswellbelowusandtheridge of

StaraPlaninaroseabove
.
Weended

up at theHistory of Teteven
Museum hereyougeta goodidea
of whatrurallifeused to belike
centuriesago . In manyways , apart
fromthetools

,

littlehaschanged.

WELOVED...
Thelandscapeandthepureair
filledwiththescents of herbs

,

bark
,

pineneedlesandwildflowers.

WEDIDN' T LIKE...

Beingovercharged forthings is

notuncommon
( thoughnot in the

hotel
)

.
Makesureyou' re up to speed

onworkingouttheexchange rate!

GETTINGTHERE
Thenearestairport is Sofia

(

under
twohoursaway )

;

thehotelcan
arrangetransfers . EasyJet

( easyjet.
corn

)

flies to Sofiafromaround£30
oneway. Seemore at bulgariatravel.
org. Forinformationontrain
travel in Bulgariaandelsewhere
in Europe ,

visitseat6l.com.
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