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It'
s
themomentwe've

allbeenwaitingfor.. .
the

release of
the2010wave

boards! I know
,

I

know
,

it' s

barelytheend of summer
,

but I thinkwecanallagree ,

afterseeingPhilipKoster' s

recentperformance in Pozo
,

wecan' t wait to getour
waveheadbackonafter

a
summer of blasting ,

and
checkoutthenewstuff!

This
yearwithsomuch

developmentaround
twins

,

thrustersand

quads ,

wewanted to let
thebrandsdecidewhich of

their
newconceptswouldworkbest in

UKconditions
,

andtherefore be
putforwardfortest . Fortesting
purposeswewanted to visit a

locationthatwouldresemble the
UKcoastbetterthanmost

,

with
theobviousaddition of

consistent
windsandwarmwater!Forthis
wechose to

visittheboys at
the

OTC in Tenerifeandtheforecast
didnotletusdown .Withperfect
4.7m - 5.3mweather to

easeus in

,
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thewindthenchose to remindus
of justwhowasbossbypicking
up to 3.7mconditionsbytheend
of thefirstweek!After a couple of

dayswindfree
,

sowecouldgeton
withmeasuring , writingandthe
all-importantorganisationinvolved
withtest

,

it
camebackbytheend of

thetripwith a perfectforce
5.

Wehadsix751boards to trythis
timeround

,

allprovidingsomething
newandfrombrandsalready
wellestablishedwithinthewave
boardmarket . Foreachboardwe
looked at a

series of specificareas
of

performance , coveringeverything
peoplemightwantfrom a wave
board .Webegineachtestbystarting
from thebeachandconsidering
howquickly a boardgetsontothe
plane , alongsidehowwellit sails

upwind .
Fromhereweconsidered

itsperformance in
bothonshoreand

crossshoreconditionsandfinally
howtheboardfeltduringaerial
manoeuvres .

It goeswithoutsaying
that a 751boardisn' t appropriate for
themajority of sailors justgetting
started in choppyconditions : why
makethingsharderforyourself?
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Instead theyareperfectforsailors
whowant to getthebestout of

a

waveandsail in bigconditions
;

be it chargingdowntheline at

Gwithian
,

or launchingintospace
at

a nuclearRhosneigr allthese
boardstend to beforextreme
sailingonly!

It is important to get to know
yourownkitandpersonalise
eachpiecefordifferentweather
conditions . More thanever
we'velearntonthistripthatfin
andmasttrackpositionsarevery
important if youwant

to getthe
mostout

of yournewtoy :
sodon' t

getcomplacent andmakesureyou
takenote

of essential tuning.
Tomakethingsasclearas

possiblewehavehad to usecertain
jargonthat' s evengotusconfused!
Sowiththis in mindhere follows a

bitof a glossary ,

to giveyousome
clue

(

if youdidn'
t alreadyknow

)

as
to whatwe' re onabout

in
our

hightechreckonings!

Singleconcave : a concave in the
underside of theboard : creates a

pocket of airthatliftsyouuponto
thewater

, making it easy to plane ;

alsocompromisescontrol in chop
andallowsgoodturningon a wave.

Doubleconcave :
twoconcaves

in theunderside : gives a degree of

controlandlift
, althoughslightly

lessliftthan
a singleconcave.

Vee
:

A raisedlinedownthecentre
of theunderside of theboard : splits
thewateras

it passesunderneath
whichassistscontrolbutdoesn' t

providelift.

Rocker line : curvature of the
boardfromnose to tail : more in

thetailhelpswithsharperturns
and improvescontrol

,

whilenose
rockerhelpswithcontrolon a wave
face

( preventssticking ).

Sonowyou' re fullyclueduponthe
lingo it'

s time to readonandfind
outwhichone of thesenewshapes
is therightstyleforyou!

Thanksgo to Tris
, Benny,

Adam
,

GrahamandDarren
at

theOTC
andJochenwhoputusup in his
fabulousapartment!http :

/ / wua
holiday-rentals.co.uk / Canary-Islands /

Tenerife /

holiday-apartment-ElMedano / p54558.htm )

IEX()CIETUSURI :

II 68
STATSVOLUME

(

L

)

68WEIGHT
(

KG
)

6.95LENGTH
(

CM
)

225
WIDTHATWIDEST POINT

(

CM
)

56WIDTH 1 FOOTFROMTAIL
(

CM
)

33
CONSTRUCTION BIAXALFIBREGLASSFIN

(

CM
)

20.5

You' ll like.. . thefait feel
of

a small
waveboardandcomfydualdensity
deckpads
Youwontlike.. . Ihefootstraps ,

whichare a littletoochunkyfora

waveboard '

Whynottry?.. . If you' re

in the
markertiir

a oansentional singleFin

FROMTHEBEACH
TheExocethas a differentshape
to othersontest : perhapsequally
wide

,

butwith a verythinprofile.
Youdefinitelyhave to bepowered
up , althoughwith a roundedtail
andwidth at theback

, gettingonto
theplane is easierthanwithother
boards of

a similarvolume . Cranking
upwindwhenfullypowered is good ,

butkeepingthepowerandhoard
speedgoing in marginalwinds
sometimes necessitatesbearingaway.
Moving intothestraps is quiteeasy,

although theboard is lively ,
soit helps

if you' re lightonyour feet . Once
thereyoufeel

in completecontroland
withslightveethroughout and a lot

of noserocker
, gettingthroughchop

is simple . TheUsurfwasboard of

choice in ballistic4mwinds
, because

of inherentcontrolwhenthewind
tried to takeover!

SHOWINGOFF
A rounded tailmakes jumping
easyandfun

, oncefullypowered
andleaving a wavetheboardfloats

brilliantlyandbecauseyouhaveso
muchcontrol in highwinds

, youcan

alwaysearn'goodspeed . On a wave
theboardstaysverysmoothandfast
through thebottomturn . With a

singlefinwedidhave to makesure
ourtechniquewasgoodsoasnot to

trip a rail
,
but if youget it rightyou

canheadbackupthewaveandsmack
thelipwithgreatpower.

SUMMINGUP
TheUsurf68 is greatfor a light
wavesailor

,

or someone wanting a

great ,

all-round
, highwindwave

board .

It'
s jumpingandcontroleasily

matchedothersontestand it excelled
whenthe4msailscameoutthecloset!

HISTORYOFTHEUSURF
"

Thinrailsandtuck in thenoseallows
theUsurf to beveryaggressive in cut
hacks ,

this is a boardthatfitsmany
styles ,

a
fastboardwiththepotential

forjumpinghigh ,

butremaining in

control in theair. " PatriceBelbench

TIPSROMTHETOP
"I usethefrontstraps in thetopholes
andbackstrap in thelastholes

,

this
way I getmorefeelingfromtheboard

falls
f "

'
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111ON
TEST

75LWAVE3OARDS

FANATICNEWWAVETWIN79
STATSVOLUME

(

L

)

79WEIGHT
(

KG
)

7.05LENGTH
(

CM
)

232
WIDTHATWIDESTPOINT

(

CM
)

55.5WIDTH 1
FOOTFROMTAIL

(

CM
)

33.5
CONSTRUCTIONCARBONKEVLARFINS

(

CM
)

2X16G10TWINS

You' ll like.. .

Lots!Including a crisp ,

responsivefeelandcontrol in theair
YouwontThefootpads
couldhe

a bitmoregrippy (

hutthats

beingprettypedantic! )

Whynottry.. . Goingforyourfirst
aerial :

theFanaticI I

Y .

ill helpyougetthere

FROMTHEBEACH
TheNewWaveTwinappears to be

a verydrawnoutshapecompared to

others
,

there is
lesswidthandvolume

is packed in byusing a
domedshaped

deck
, making ridingverycomfortable.

With a relativelynarrowwidth
,

we
wereworriedabout it' s planingability,

butwerepleasantlysurprised to find
thattheboardgotmovingwell . Due
to railto railmonoconcaveand a

lesserveethroughthemiddle
of the

base
,

theFanaticsitsontop of the
waternicely, ridinglooselybutalways

in control
,

evenwhen
it'

s choppy.

SHOWINGOFF
The79willcarry a goodsizesail
butrarely feelsitssize . In 4.7 - 5.3
weather it wascompletely at home
backsideandfrontsidewaveriding.
Chargingdownthelineyourspeed

is verygoodandthethinnerprofile
helps to maketheboardfeelquite
conventional . Thefairlysharprail
canengagerightup in

front
of

the
mastandthebottom turn is very
smoothandsharp if youwant

it
to

be . Carryingplenty of speedback

upthewave
,

thetopturn is quick :

thedomeddeckhelpingwithtoe

36WINDSURFSEPTEMBER2009

to
heelweighttransfer . TheFanatic

rarelyslidourandcouldemploy a

smooth
, powerfularc

, making it
one

of thebestforallkinds of
waveriding.

Withquite a pintailandnarrow

profile theTwinshouldn' t
bethisgood

at jumping!Butasone of

thelightest ,

itsfloatingsensationmadeaerial

manoeuvresfunandachievable.

SUMMINGUP
A greatallroundwaveboardthat
achieves a lotandalwayssurprises.

Verylightandsmooth
,

evenwhenthe
windgetsmanic!

HISTORYOFTHENEWWAVE
"

TheNewWave
,

TwinandFreeWave

havebetterall-roundusethisyear :
the

Twin is
moreuser friendlywithbetter

control
,

achieved through lessdouble
concave

,

moretuckforward in the
railsandslightlywidertails.

"

Craig
Gertenbach

TIPSFROMTHETOP
"I usethefins 2 / 3rds of

theway
forwards in thebox

,

thisloosensthe
boardup in smaller

, mushywaves.
"

NikBaker

4

"

--e

81

89

GOYACUSTOMTWIN74
STATSVOLUME

(

L

)

74WEIGHT
(

KG
)

7.25LENGTH
(

CM
)

230WIDTH

ATWIDESTPOINT
(

CM
)

54.5WIDTH 1 FOOTFROMTAIL
(

CM
)

34.5
CONSTRUCTION PVC

/
WOODSANDWICHFINS

(

CM
)

2X16MFCTWINS

You' ll like.. . Itsbalanceandearly "

planing ,

thistwinfeelsat home in

onshoreanddownthelineconditions
Youwont like.. . Itsslightly
uncomfortableride in chop
Whynottry.. . Adjustingfin
positioning to getbetterdrivefroth
yourtoptorw.

FROMTHEBEACH
TheGoya74has a nicelyrounded
tailandplenty of width in front of

thecomfy footstraps . A slightsingle
concave towardsthefinshelpsthe
board to riseontotheplaneand

althoughnotthefastestshape ,

the
basehelps it goupwindwell

.
The

ridewasn' t thesmoothest in chop ,

but
controlon a wavewasexactlywhatwe
wanted . Being a verysmall741board

(

narrowestontest
)

wewerehappy
to getontheplaneasearlyaswedid
andas it wasdesigned to perform in

realworldconditionswhere thewind
looksmorethan it is

,

theGoyadid
exactlywhat it saysonthetin!

SHOWINGOFF
Theonshorecharacteristics of the
CustomTwinmake it greatfor
jumping : floatingnicelyandreacting
well

in
theair . Evenwhenthewind

is strongwefeltcomfortabletrying
movesandon a waveyouinstantly
recognisethetwinfinfeeling .

The
boardsticks to

thewaterasyouhead

upwind ,

andbackside up a wave

carving is
smoothandquick . Weight

transfer fromheel to toe is fastandE1110142

if caught in
whitewateritsstability

comesbackintoplayandbringsyou
out in front . Downtheline ,

because

of supersoftrails
,

thebottomturn
is
loose - theboardholding a lot

of powerasyoucarveupthewave
andrarelytripping a railwhenover

powered . Comingoffthetopyou
have

to
becarefulnotto gointo a full

onslide
,

asthetwinsersencourage
this

,

butonceyougetused to it the

topturnwillbecomestylish.

SUMMINGUP
TheGoyasailswith a lot of

confidence : it' s a good , easy to
use

,

all
roundtwinfinwaveboard.

HISTORYOFTHETWINFIN
" We'vedevelopedourfins

,

so I have

beenriding30%%thinnerfoiledfins
with a furtherforwardrake

, this
improvesessentialearlyplaning
speed.

"

FranciscoGoya

TIPSFROMTHETOP
"I setthefrontstrapalltheway
forward or onebehindand I likethe
backstrapallthewayback : to get
tighterturn ,

I

sisaM2111111
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OUATROTEMPO76
STATSVOLUME

(

L

)

76WEIGHT
(

KG
)

7.45LENGTH
(

CM
)

227.5
WIDTHATWIDESTPOINT

(

CM
)

55.5WIDTH 1 FOOTFROMTAIL
(

CM
)

35
CONSTRUCTION PVC / WOODSANDWICHFINS

(

CM
)

16G10MFC

You' ll like.. . UsingtheTempo in

almostanywavecondition or wind
strength ,

andpoppingupoverany
wavethatgets in theway!
Youwontlike.. . Nope! I gotnothing!
Whynottry.. . Playingwiththefin
positions : movingthemaroundcan
changcthefeelconsiderably

FROMTHEBEACH
TheTempo is Quatro's offeringfor
a realworldwaveboard .Offthe
plane it

is stable in thewaterand
singleconcave in thetailhelps it

getontotheplaneearlyfor a 761
board

, once in
thestrapsupwind

performance is great . Slightdouble
concave

in thefrontsection of the
boardandmediumsoftrailshelp
withcontrol in chopandwewerealso

impressedbyitsperformancewhen
thewinddecided to blow40knots!
TheQuatro' s windrange is great
andusing a 5.3feltasgoodasbeing
overpowered on a 4m.

SHOWINGOFF
With

a rounded tailandplenty of

widthforward of thestraps ,

the
Quatro feltperfect in theair . Even

in bigwinds
,

controlandairtime
wasmaximised!Liningupfor a wave
theboardfeelsstableandsmooth

,

patientlywaitingforyou to release it

downthe line
,

it sitswell in thewater
,

thenasyouchargethewavetherail
engages wellandyourturn is super
smooth!Boardspeed is goodout of

thebottom turn
, perhaps a bitbetter

38WINDSURFSEPTEMBER 2009

thantheGoya ,

because
of

thisyour
topturn is reallyaggressiveandall
that' s leftforyou to do is containthe
powerandcarryon to thenextturn.
Backside riding is also

a fastaggressive
experience withspeed . TheQuatro
is probablythefavouredallround
twinserwaveboardontest.

SUMMINGUP
Thisnewshapehaskeptthe
successful features

of
the2009

Quatrotwinfinandadded to them
to helptheboard in morecrosson
conditions . Jobwelldone!

HISTORYOFTHETEMPO
"

TheTempohas a fast
, earlyplaning

rocker
to keepspeed in side to

onshoreconditions
;

to keepspeed
I pulledtheboxes a littlefurther
apart , bringing thefincloser to the
rail to turnquicker at lowerspeeds.

"

KeithTzboul

TIPSFROMTHETOP
"

Position thefins
at thecentre of the

backstrap ,

fromheremakesmall
changes to findtheperfectsetupfor

RIMWAVETHRUSTER76

You'
ll like.. .

TheThruster' s control
in strongwinds
Youwontlike..

.

'

thelack
of

drive
andtwitchyfeel

if you' re used to

moredirectional stability
Whynottry.. . Experimentingwith
thecentre fin : it has a USboxsoVOU

( anusewhateversiicyoulike

FROMTHEBEACH
Withmanycustomdesigners
choosing 3 fins

,
wewerekeen to try

thisnewshape fromRRD . Getting
theThrusterontotheplane is a little
slower thansome

,
butoncethere

it feelsamazinglyalive . There is

constantveerunning fromnose to

tail
, making it one of theloosest

;

if

youpreferanexcitingexperience
compared to

thedirectride of the
Starboard Quad ,

theThruster is for
you .Aslongasyou' re poweredup ,

goingupwind isn' t a problem . The
boarddoesfeelsmall

,

butyoucanstill
sailwith5.3andthefuncontinues
with4msails.

SHOWINGOFF
TheRRD lovesbeingthrownaround

in thewaves
,

it feelssuper lively
underfootandneverseems to beove
sized . Jumpingcanlast a little less
thansomewiderboards

,
butcontrol

remainsandaerialmanoeuvresare
a

lot
of fun . TheThrusterwavetides

well : because it' s sosensitiveyoucan
maketurnsastightasyoulike . Speed
intothebottomturn is good ,

but
watchyour technique ,

asthisboard

STATSVOLUME
(

L

)

76WEIGHT
(

KG
)

7.3LENGTH
(

CM
)

232
WIDTHATWIDESTPOINT

(

CM
)

56WIDTH
1 FOOTFROMTAIL

(

CM
)

35.5
CONSTRUCTION BIAXALGLASSSANDWICHFINS

(

CM
)

17USBOX

couldtripyouup .
If youhandle it

well
,

thetopturn is veryrewarding
andcanbeverysnappy,

thetwolittle
thrustersgiveyou a lot of gripoffthe
lipandhelp to preventslidingout.
Sailing in onshoreconditions is great
fun

;

theoutside finsverysmalland
stiff

, givinggoodperformanceoff
thelip.

SUMMINGUP
TheRRD

is
a goodhighwindboard

withplenty of gripon
a wave . You

need to bepoweredup to getthemost
out of

it

,

butwhen it is it will reward

younoend.

HISTORYOFTHETHRUSTER
"

Thetri-finsetupmovesthebottom
pressure pointforwards to fallcloser

to thedeck
,

thismakesevery turn
`pivoting.OvidioFerrari

TIPSFROMTHETOP
" Movethemast footforward of

135cmforfrontfootturnswithmore
controlandgrip ,

or backpast133cm
to

makethethrusterevenlooserand
snappier.

"

JereHall

17Lm USBox to

&
8cmminituttlefirs
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75LWAVE3OARDS

STAIBOARDOUAD76
STATSVOLUME

(

L

)

76WEIGHT
(

KG
)

7.2LENGTH
(

CM
)

228
WIDTHATWIDESTPOINT

(

CM
)

57.5WIDTH 1 FOOTFROMTAIL
(

CM
)

38CONSTRUCTION WOODCARBONTECHNOLOGY FINS
(

CM
)

2X15

You' ll like.. . Thebrilliantspeedand
controlyouhavebothon a waveand

in theair
Youwont like. Sailing the76 in

fully ' mixedout4mweather : it was
definitely a large761board
Whynottry.. . Addingthis to your
nextcomfort spendingspree ,

it' s

dvrincelvhighuponours!

FROMTHEBEACH
Havingsurfedquads I knowhow
muchspeedandpowertheycan

produce ,

I wasinterested to see if

thosequalities couldbeintroduced
to a windsurfboardtoo . Fromthe
beachyou' re straightontheplane ,

vee
in thebaseand a lot of widthhelping
thehoardstay focusedwhileyoufind
thestraps . Thenasyoucrankupwind
thedirectionalstability is incredible.

Pointing ashighasthenewtwinfins
,

whereupwindperformancehasalso
been improvedthisyear.

SHOWINGOFF!
Withwidthandspeed , jumping is

certainlyone of theQuad
'

s strong
points ,

but it'
s trueidentity is

as
one of thesmoothest

,

fastest
,

most
controllablewaveboardswehave
everridden!Beforeyousetoffdown
a wave

, owing to it' s straight line
control

,

it feelslikeyouaregoing to

have a hardtimepointingtheQuad
in therightdirection

,

butthenyou
moveovertheboardandswitchyour
weightontoyourtoesand it changes
into a completely differentbeast!The

40WINDSURFSEPTEMBER2009

railsarerelativelysharp ,

butwithfour
finsyoucancommit a lotharder to

yourbottom turnandturnastight
asyoulike . Stavingsmoothand
powerful , youseem to arrive at the
topsectionfasterthanyoudropped
in andofftheliptheQuadreleases a

hugeamount of power.

SUMMINGUP
Starboardhascreatedanincredible
beastthatalmostmakesyoufeellike
you' re cheating windsurfing .

It
makes

wavesailingdownthelineand in cross
onshorewindsseemeasierandfun!

HISTORYOFTHEQUAD
" TheQuad76 is a synthesis of the
Kode

,

EvilTwinandEvos : thefast
andearlyplaningrockercomes from
theKodes

,

butwithtailkickfromthe
Evos.

"

Tiesda You

TIPSFROMTHETOP
"

Thestandardfinsare15cm
at

the
front

,

butsmaller ridersmayprefer
13cm or 11cm . Thebackfincan
moveforwards or backwardsby7mm :

thisadjuststhedriveandturning
radius

"

Tiesda You

TA3OUPOCKETWAVE76

You' ll like..
. Ease of

use in super
strongwindsandrelycomfyFootpads
Youwontlike.. . Having to drive
quitehardthroughthebottom turn

to get - ertical

Whynottry.. .
I earning a new

jumpontheRiLLei :

in dieair!

FROMTHEBEACH
TheTabou is a greatride

, owing
to supercomfortablefootpadsand
courtesy of it beingthelightestontest

byfar . Takingofffrom thebeach
,

it

getsupandgoingwithease
, popping

overanywhitewater
;

if thewind is

lightyouonlyhave to bearoff a bitand
with a couple of pumpsyou' ll riseup
andheadforyourfirstramp!Although
notthefastestontest

, upwindsailing
is fineandtheboardmanages perfectly

in choppywater
, especiallywhenover

powered ,

wherethePocketWavesticks
to thewaterunlessyouwant it to leave.

SHOWINGOFF
Whenyouhitthatfirstrampthe
width in thetailhelpstakeyou to huge
heights ,

control in theair is perfect :

notably throughhugegustswhere it

wasunfazed andjustglidedhigher!
Riding a wavewas a lot of funand
somewhat comfortingafter a lot of

multiple finsailing!Bottom turning
neededgoodtechnique to comeback

upthefacewithspeed ,

butwhenyou
did

,
thedriveoffthetopwasgreat ,

rarelyslidingoutandgivingyouplenty
of time to lineupforthenextturn.

STATSVOLUME
(

L

)

75WEIGHT
(

KG
)

6.5LENGTH
(

CM
)

230
WIDTHATWIDESTPOINT

(

CM
)

57.5WIDTH 1 FOOTFROMTAIL
(

CM
)

37.5
CONSTRUCTION BIAXALCARBON FIN

(

CM
)

23USBOX

Backsidewaveridinghadussmiling
aswell

, pivotingoffthelipfrom the
singlefin . Heel to toetransferwas

quickandwithgoodrocker linethe
boardneverstuckwhenchargingback
downthesteeperpart of thewave.

SUMMINGUP
ThePocketWaveput a realspanner

in theworks . Wehadbothfallen for
variousboards

,

butridingtheTabou
madeuswant to usesingefinsagain!

It really is nowup to you to decide
whetheryoupreferthefeel

of
1

,2
,3

or
4 fins.

HISTORYOFTHE
POCKETWAVE
"

Forthepast 4 yearswehavebeen

workingongettingthePocketWave
to where it is today . ThenewPockets

instantlygetmoving ,

re agileandturn
on a dime

, theylookgreatandride
evenbetter.

" KevinPritchard

TIPSFROMTHETOP
"I alwayslike to havethefinright
belowmyfoot

,

sothethattheleading
edge is in linewiththefront

of my
back foot. "

RossWiliam
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