
Themostrelax
Forgetflyingandbaggagelimits

,

theseholidayswillhelpyouseriouslychit

HIDDENGEMOFTHEHIGHLANDS
MingulaymustbeScotland '

s

bestkept
secret .

Thishomelylogcabinhasstunning
uninterruptedviews of LochSunartfrom a

bigpicturewindow in thelounge /

dinerand

privategarden . You' d
think it' d carry a hefty

pricetagbut
, splitbetweensixpeople ,

this
self-cateringpad is a

steal
,

with a

weekfrom
f290

, www.homeaway.co.uk ,

ref97890.

111111111.1mAppmapft.
,_

CHILLOUTINTHENEWFOP
Setright in

theheartof Hampshire' s

NewForest
, CareysManor & SenSpa at

Brockenhurst is theperfectplace to
unwind.

Thebestbit?Thisaward-winning fourstar
has a f6

millionThaispawithallthelatest
facilities

, including a

herbalsauna
, crystal

steamroom
,

iceroom
andtropical

'

experience
showers' or

ice-storm
showersforthebrave!
LOWDOWNToreallyget
thebestout of

theNew
Forest

,

hirea
bike or get

walkingone of

themany
circularroutes . At

duskit'
s

particularly atmosphericandyou'vethebest
chance of seeingdeer

(

www.thenewforest.
co.uk

)

. Thenheadback to
theManor

Restaurantfordinner
,

wherethechefspride
themselvesonsourcingasmanyproductsas

possible thatarelocal
, free-rangeandorganic.

13!=.

LOWDOW s
, It'

s
seton a hill

justabovethesmallvillage
of Strontian

(

villageshop , post
office

, pub
)

andmakes a greatbase
forexploring thebeautifulwestern

highland ,

wheretheroadwindsalong
theedge of

thelochforgreattouring.
GREATDAYOUTHead to

Ardnamurchan

Lighthouse themostwesterlypointon

IES1IOW

,

.

.1

UST in

410Thiv

Enjoythe
remote feel

of a logcabi

mainlandBritain
(

notLand '

s

Endasmost of

usthink!
)

,

wheretheviews of

theHebrides
areunsurpassedandyoucanoftenspotseals

,

ottersandminkewhales in thewatersbelow.

CareysManorofferssome

seriouslydeeppampering

Thefillet of Hampshire
beefandpan-fried
scallopswithtruffle
masharedelicious.

GREATDAYOUTJust a 15-minutedriveaway
is

Beaulieu
,

withitsAbbey ,

beautifulgardens
andPalaceHouse

,

whichhasbeenhome
to

the
Montagufamilysince1538and is broughtalive
withVictoriancharacters . Thenthere' s the
famousNationalMotorMuseum

,

withthe

JamesBondExperienceandthe
newWorldOfTopGear .

Itsgreat
valueformoney( familyticket
£45.50

,

www.beaulieu.co.uk
).

DON' T
MISS A SenSpatreatment.

Many of thetherapistsarefrom
Thailand

,

soyou' re guaranteed an
authenticThaispaexperience.
Treatmentsstart at £35andthe
Thaimassage is

a must .
Thenhead

to theTepidarium relaxation room.
WHAT' S THEDAMAGE?Enjoy a

two-nightCycle & Spabreak from

£180pppernight .
Thisincludesbreakfaston

bothdays ,

lunch in theZenThaiRestaurant
ononedayanddinner in

theaward-winning
ManorRestaurantonbothevenings , plusfull
use

of

thespafacilities
,

a
Mind & Bodyclass

,

a

one-hour treatmentand a day' s complimentary

cyclehire. * Formoredetails
,

call01590623551

or go to www.careysmanor.com.
TOPTIPEnjoydiscounts at thehotel if you
travelbypublictransport . Plus

, theyprovide
a

freeshuttleservice to

Brockenhurststation.
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.railwaydates
.cicto1832

Ergbreaks
Findoutmore at

www.nlb.org.uk or

www.ardnamurchanlighthouse.com.

DON' T

MISS A trip to

theIsle of

Mull . It'

s
a

wildlifewonderlandandwellknownforthe

MullFest
(

www.mulifest.org.uk )

,

whereyou

cangrabfreetickets to

classicalconcerts

includingMendelssohn' s

famousHebridesOverture.

Hewrote it

aftervisiting
Fingal

'

s

Caveonthetiny
neighbouring islandof

Staffa.

Therearedailyboattripsto

Staffa
,

f20forthreehours
,

whicharewellworthit .

Go

to

www.staffatrips.co.uk.

418.8111

ii

GETAWAYFROM IT

ALLINWALES

Rightonthecoast
,

andsurroundedby
mountains

,

Porthmadog in

NorthWales is

a

beautifulplacefor a staycation .

Andthe

bestpart - yourfour-leggedfriendwillbe

madejustaswelcome.
LOWDOWNForself-cateringbreakswith

allmodcons
,tryMenaiHolidayCottages . In

thetownof Porthmadog ,

CefnIsafcottage

sleepseightandhasexposedbeams
,

a log
fireandstylish , comfysofas .

Plus
,

thewalled

slateterrace is

idealfordogs .

From£550per
week - goto

www.menaiholidays.co.uk /

accommodation
/

details
/ cefn_isaf.

GREATDAYOUTTrythedog-friendly

Ffestiniograilway .

The13-mile journeyfrom

Porthmadogto

thevillageof

Blaenau

Ffestiniogtakesaroundanhouronthe

"848.=1W 8MCefile
is a 111111117 :

g

loverAnnaCookCefn
in greatplacefordogsPogyr'. withWillowandFrisbee

TOPTIPFerriesback to

themainland

fromMullstopprettyearly,

sostay
at

thesmartHighlandCottagehotel at

Tobermory ,

famousforbeingthesetting of

kids'TVshowBalamory .

Thispeacefulhotel

is justa

five-minutewalkfromthepretty
pastel-colouredhouses

thatlinetheharbour
,

and it'
s

famedforits
restaurant .

Goto

www.
highlandcottage.co.uk.

"

Formore
, go to

www.
visitscotland.com.

Tobermory' s

distinctive
waterfront

vi!' "

* 411111
*

mm

BESTFOR

old-fashionedsteamtrain .
it'

s

£17.95foran

all-dayadultpassand£2.50fordogs .

Call

01766516000 or go to

www.festrail.co.uk.

DON' T

MISSLoadsof

freewalks .

Head

to

thevillage of

Betws-y-Coed ,

whereyou

willdiscoverLlynElsi- a

lakehidden in

the

GwydyrForest .

Thenearbybeach

Y Greigddu in

MorfaBychanis

vast.

Youparkonthebeach - justdon' t

getyourcarstuck!Dogsarewelcome

onparts of
thebeachallyearround.

TOPTIPHead to

theSpinnakeron

Porthmadoghighstreetforfishand

chips-

thelocalslove it.
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